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Save the Date: President's State of the College
Address
President James Donahue invites the entire SMC community to the annual
State of the College address on Wednesday, Oct. 17, in the Soda Center
during Community Time, 1 to 2:30 p.m. As we celebrate with the entire
Lasallian international family the three-hundred-year legacy of Lasallian
education, President Donahue will share his perspectives on Saint Mary's
critical role in continuing to provide transformative education, and offer
progress reports on key areas of institutional planning, challenges and
achievements, and future goals. 
Noted Poet Kevin Young Kicks Off MFA Reading
Series
10/16/2018 Saint Mary's College of California Mail - President's Welcome, BAR Task Force Update, MFA Series Features Kevin Young
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=038ea28ed9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1612534169971876677%7Cmsg-f%3A1612534169971… 2/7
A standing room–only crowd of
students, faculty, staff, and
guests filled Hagerty Lounge in
De La Salle Hall last
Wednesday evening to meet
with award-winning author and
poet Kevin Young. Young’s
appearance kicked off the
2018–19 MFA Creative Writing
and Reading series that
welcomes authors from around
the world to visit Saint Mary’s
for readings, conversation, and
community engagement.
Young is the director of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture,
poetry editor of The New Yorker, and the author of 13 books of poetry and
prose. Young’s visit included an intimate gathering with MFA students for
casual discussion prior to the kickoff of the MFA Creative Writing and Reading
series later that evening. Young read from his most recent publication,
Brown (2018), and shared the backstory for his readings, providing a deeper
level of context and understanding. The successful launch of the 2018 MFA
Creative Writing and Reading series concluded with a book signing by Young.
Business and Academic Resource (BAR) Task Force
Update
President James Donahue and
Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs Margaret
Kasimatis co-chair the Business
and Academic Resource (BAR)
Task Force, whose members
include trustees and faculty and
staff representatives. Its charge is
to examine the factors that are
critical to the long-term financial
sustainability of SMC. Consistent
with the task force’s commitment
to provide updates to the campus
community, information related to the group’s activities, including meeting
agendas and slide presentations on the landscape of higher education and
SMC finances, can be found on the BAR Task Force webpage. The BAR Task
Force plans to provide regular updates on its progress.
SMC Welcomes New Faculty
Saint Mary’s is proud to welcome several
new faculty members for the fall term. Our
new professors bring a wide range of
experience in their fields to help SMC
focus on its mission to support students’
experiential learning, the liberal arts,
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social justice, and the environment. Seven
new faculty members have begun this fall
term: Zahra Ahmed, Politics Department;
Jessica Coyle, Biology Department;
Amissa Miller, Performing Arts; Bonnie
Tucker, SEBA; Jan Warhuus, SEBA;
Nekesha Williams, Environmental and
Earth Science Department; and Yin Yuan,
English Department. Welcome aboard! 
Margaret Salazar-Porzio From Smithsonian to Speak
As part of National Hispanic Heritage Month,
Margaret Salazar-Porzio, PhD, will present
"Creating Communities of Courage: The
Challenges of Public History at the
Smithsonian," on Tuesday, Sept. 25. Salazar-
Porzio is a curator of Latina/o History and
Culture in the Division of Home and
Community Life at the Smithsonian National
Museum of American History in Washington,
D.C. This talk, to be held in Galileo 201
at 4:45 p.m., will also launch the History
Department's NEH Grant–funded
programming for "Partner in Public History." A
reception will follow at Saint Mary's Museum
of Art, where Graphicanos: Contemporary
Latino Prints From the Serie Project will be open for viewing.
SMCMOA Features William Keith Landscapes
SMC’s Museum of Art
opened to the public on
Sept. 20, welcoming three
new exhibits: paintings by
renowned artist William
Keith; Graphicanos:
Contemporary Latino Prints
for the Serie Project; and
Stanley Koppel’s graphic
works in Artist as Activist.
Here, Lauren MacDonald,
interim dean of the library
and academic resources and museum director, discusses Keith’s remarkable
landscapes and how his close friendship with John Muir influenced Keith’s
work. Though painted in the 1800s, Keith’s landscapes remain relevant today
as they continue to speak to environmentalism and change. Watch the video
View - Wellness Fair
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What a day! The Wellness Fair held on Thursday, Sept. 20, delivered an
afternoon filled with wonderful sunshine, delicious healthy snacks, tips for self-
care and stress relief, and snuggles from Pet Hug therapy pets.
SMC in the News
Catholic Voice Features Commentary by Theology & Religious Studies
Professor Anne Carpenter.
This Week on Campus
Announcements
Staff Ice Cream Social & Staff Activities on October 5th
 
Events
09/24 QPR Suicide Awareness and Prevention Training
09/24 Math Monday: The Efficiency Gap
09/25 Charlie Vs. Goliath
09/25 Kalmanovitz School of Education Information Sessions
09/26 Resume Workshop–CPDS/LAB
09/26 English Dept. Welcome Tea Party
09/26 Master in Fine Arts Craft Talk
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09/26 Study Abroad Information Meeting
09/26 MBA Alumni Book Club
09/26 Black Student Meet and Greet
09/26 Sor Juana Replies
09/27 Distinguished Speaker Event
09/28 Parent and Family Weekend
09/28 STEM Center Open House
09/29 Theatre Program Fall Actor Training Day
09/29 Summer Research Poster Session
10/01 Domestic Violence Awareness Month Library Display
10/03 Career, Internship & Graduate School Fair
10/03 Cupcakes for a Cause! - Domestic Violence Awareness Month
10/03 Executive Speaker Series: "Corporate Lattice Living"
10/05 Fair Trade Friday
10/06 Women's Basketball Meet the Gaels Dinner
10/09 Staff Council Meeting
10/10 Send Suicide Packing!
10/10 Career Focus Internship Panel - Pathways to Science
10/10 How to Read a Poem
 
 
More Events | Student Organizations Activities
Religious Services
09/30 RCIA First Meeting
Monday Rosary Group
Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration
Sunday Mass in the Chapel. View the schedule.
De La Salle Reflection
For the week of Sept. 24
Go Gaels
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Gaels Welcome Newest Signee, Sunnidae Ross
The Saint Mary’s women’s soccer team held a press conference on Sept. 19 to
announce their new, inspiring signee, Sunnidae Ross. Sunnidae, better known
as Sunni, was only 12 years old when she was diagnosed with a brain tumor
last January. Enter Team IMPACT: The nonprofit organization connects
children facing serious illnesses with collegiate athletics teams to build
meaningful relationships. “I feel like girls’ soccer is graceful yet aggressive,”
Sunni says. “The girls can take the hits but also do it in a graceful way.”
Welcome to SMC, Sunni!
Did You Know?
Career and Professional Development Services will hold a resume workshop
on Wednesday, Sept. 26, from 1 to 2 p.m. Join them in the Soda Center,
Orinda Room, and get up to date! RSVP on Handshake.
Do you have a little-known tidbit or story about Saint Mary’s? Send it to
Campus News.
Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.
Major learning. Minor pretense.
